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with them; but even with their clumsy tools, fashioned out of
the rocks, they were able to carve highly artistic patterns upon
their war-canoes and the wooden shafts of their spears. -Bar-
barous also as was their custom of tattooing the face and chest,
it has been admitted that the wonderful spirals and curves with
which they thought to adorn their flesh really showed a sense
of beauty in line and design.

The greatest blot upon their characters was the cannibalism
with which they celebrated their success in war. It required
the greatest efforts of the English missionaries to make them
see the horror of this practice, for they held strongly to the
superstition that great wana could be acquired by eating the
flesh of enemies killed in battle.

CHAPTER XLIX
SOUTH SEA RUFFIANS

SUCH, then, were the people who inhabited the islands of New
Zealand, explored from end to end by Captain Cook, and it was
doubtless owing to his reports upon their warlike character that
partly deterred the British Government from seeking to found
new colonies in this part of the world. But, apart from that,
there was no great desire among British Ministers to extend
the responsibilities of Empire. They were fully occupied with
trouble in Europe and America, and the condition of convict
settlements in Australia was not at that time so promising as to
encourage further experiments in colonization.

For two. generations, therefore, New Zealand was left .out of
account by the Government, in spite of Captain Cook having
annexed the islands in the name of the King-   Nevertheless,
Orient adventurers and traders found their way thither without
official sanction or encouragement, and the.Bay of Islands^'
fernprth'-"coast became- the rendezvous of some "of the rougbesC
mankind.   They came as whalers, and